
Abstract  

Thi s paper hi ghli ghts the rol e of l ocal i nstituti ons and i nnovati on syste ms 
i n supporti ng t he partici pati on and upgradi ng of fir ms i n t he gl obal val ue 
chai n t hrough a case study of the export-ori ented fresh fruit and vegetabl e 
sect or i n Kenya. The case ill ustrates how sect oral i nstituti ons at the l ocal 
and gl obal levels create a connecti on between t he gl obal val ue chai n and 
l ocal i nnovati on syste ms and facilitate l ocal learni ng t hat is necessary for 
suppl yi ng gl obal buyers i n advanced markets. KenyaGAP is a for mal 
nati onal i nstituti on transl ati ng gl obal certificati on procedures i nt o t he l ocal 
setti ng, thereby provi di ng learni ng opport unities for s mall Kenyan 
exporters to beco me acquai nted wit h the quality standards requi red by 
forei gn buyers. Thi s case de monstrates that the ti mel y establishment of 
l ocal i nstituti ons and public–pri vate i nteracti ons i n the process of 
devel opi ng l ocal i nstituti ons has been critical i n supporti ng int eracti ve 
learni ng wit hi n l ocal i nnovati on syste ms.  
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